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The following ' open letter to the Portuguese people’”” 
was written by Ph tip Agee, a former agent of the Central 
Intelligence Agency and author of the book, ‘CIA Diary: 
Inside the Company.” Agee, who has recenily visited 
Portugal, worked for the CIA for 12 years, engaging in 
counter-revolutionary activity in Ecuador, Urugnay and. 
Mexico. His experiences, he says, led him to become a 

“revolutionary socialist’’ and his subsequent expose of the 
-CIA, naming hundreds of uadercover agents and 
" operations, has seriously huct the agency. The ‘‘letter’’ 
was distributed f by | Fifth Estate, an anti- eon SrOUP. 


By PHILIP AGERE: : 
_ The revolutionary: process | in A Pocagsht is being vacted ; 
. by the guardians of capitalist countries’ intevests, of which} 

the U.S. Central Thtelli gence Agency i is the most notorious: 

and’ - powerful:).'¥- see’. the ..signs daily. *"These: 

‘counterrevolutionary ; activities are similar to what I did in: 

the CIA for more-than-10 years‘during the 1950s‘and.. 

1960s. I send-this: letter’ as part Of a continuing effort :by: 

‘aany “Americans. to: end imperta list. intervention «and, 

Support to repression by the U.S.” government.in 7 
In the Azores as well,as-in mainland Portugal; in the} 

‘Catholic Church, irr political parties and-even ‘within the- 
:armed fi forces, the CIA and its allies are working to ‘cteate* 

enough ‘chaos to ‘justify an attempt by the. so- called ; 

moderates to take over the revolutionary government:': 
:\Since the fall of fascism in Portugal, -I have tried -to 

“follow developments and have twice visited your country. 

“While my study of the visible signs of CIA intervention is 

still incomplete, there is good reason to alert you to what I 

have seen. Last week a_U.S. senator announced that the. 

“Comimunist Party of Portugal i is receiving 510 million per 

month from the Soviet Union, a figure he S attributed to the. 

“CIA. Two days-later Deputy CIA Director Gen. Vernon. 

Walters Osho. visited Lisbon to snrvey., the political 

“situation in August. 1974) confirmed the sgnator’s claim, 
‘Secretary of State Kissinger, for his part, publicly warned 
‘the Soviet Union recently that assistance. by them to the. 

Portughese- revolutionary . process’ .was .endangering: 

cetente.. These statements suggest that. the American. 
‘people. are. being prepared for another secret foreign. 

adventure by the. CLA... . 5 . i 

‘I will describe below: what I believe § ae S CIA operations, 
along With a list of names and residences in Portugal of as: 

many of the CIA functionaries I can identify. 02). 

The’ size of the. overall U.S. government mission. in 

Portugai is shocking, especially. its heavy dominance by. 
military personnel. "The ‘mission totals 280 persons: of 
‘whom about 160. are Americans,. with. the rest being 

Portuguese employes. Of the Americans, 105 are military 
personnel assigned ‘mzinly-to the Military Assistance | 
Advisory Group, the office of the Defense Attache, and me 
: CONES ANE compen of NATO, pe ea 


HIDDEN AGE 2NTS :¢ 

Of the approximately 50 Aencrcin civilians in. ‘the 
mission, about 10, I believe, are employes of the CIA. No 
less than’ 10 additional CIA functionaries are probably 
working in Lisbon and other a having been assigned 
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.tionary process, arguing that the probiem is essentially 


‘One must also assilne Laka GUL et UPeLativire 
officers have beea placed under cover in American military. 
units in Portugal, where: their_experience in political: 
operations—far superior... to ‘that of their railitary 
colleagues—will be most effective. While efforts to divert | 
the -révolution through Gen. Spinola have failed, new 
efforts are being made eaily in the Struggle to stop rd 
revolution, |” Bey, 

Without doubt,” the CIA. Sincere: ‘in - other * air Se 
embassies, most likely in Madrid, Paris and London, have: 
personnel assigned to Portuguese operations that se | 
‘undertaken in “those counfties rather than in Portugal j 
proper. The most sensitive operations of the CIA probably. | 
are. occurring in Other eonesh EINES: ‘rather, Ure: in. 
ested aa: : , wie) Saat 

Who speci ifica ally a ate sresaonsitle: (Ee operations ‘against ; 
Portugal? ? The CIA is only one of the varions U.Svagencies: 
working against the revolution, -under, the’ guidance ‘of-! 
‘Ambassador Carlucei.. Although Carlucci is not‘a Che | 
agent,-he must carefully. -dicect and coordinate all U.S. | 
counterrevolutionary operations, including those of ‘the | 
military ‘services. His top-level team includes: Herbert 
Okun, his IMminister/counselor and deputy chief of mission; - 
John Morgan, the chief-of the CIA; Adm- Frank Coiley, 
chief of the Beas Assistance Advisory Group; Col. Peter 
Blaekley, chief of the Defense ‘Attache Office: Charles 
Thomas, counselot.for political alfaics; and Navy Capt.- 
James Lacey, senior U. S. military representative onthe 
COMIVERLANT NATO Command. Each of the U.S. : 
rhilitary units; along : with CIA, and. State: Degartment-: 
personnel, are: responsible for one. Or more of the epee. 
counterrevolutionary ptograms.” wee See we. 3 

: Inorderto preser ve imperialist i jaiciecist in n Portigal, the 
revolution must be diverted from its current directions and. 
the U.S. government is not alone in its efforts. I strongly 
suspect that Kissinger many months ago urged the leaders . 
of: Western European: -governments- to ~ intervene - 
themselves directly to reverse the Portugue se revolu-. 
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European ‘and: that the CIA has-been Hmited in its 
capabilities by recent revelations. In: 1948, when the 
Communist Party of Italy was about to win the elections, 
the U.S. government alone threatened to halt aid for 
reconstruction and even to launch a military invasion. In 
recent days, the EEC presidents themsslyves have 
threatened to withhold financial assistance from Portugal 

unless their style of democracy is established. Othec ‘ t 
similarities between postfascist Portugal and post-World 
War 2 Europe are striking. In Greece, France and lraly, 
the U.S. government established governments submissive | 
to American economic interests while simultaneously 
providing alternutives to left-wing governments led by the 
same political forces that provided the backbone of the | 
resistance.in World War 2. : . - 
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. Senior Political Avalyst 


Is there an orchestrated effort in 
sorne quarters to destroy the effective- 
ness of the Central Intelligence 
Agency? cecal . 


There are those in Washington and 
elsewhere who think they detect signs 
of this. And they point, quite rightly j in 
our judgment, at what appear to be in- 
dications in the media of a. deliberate 
atterapt to serve up all the unfavorable 
news possible about the CIA—authenti- 
cated or not.. : 


Critical Report 


At the sarne time 


ble light.**. 
Accuracy in Media, ie. (am), a 


conservative organization in ‘the capi- 


tal which monitors newspapers, televi- 

. sion and radio for signs of news inaccu- 
racies, distortions and | omissions, 
recently issued a highly critical report 
of coverage of the CIA. 

AIM took particulars note of a 
speech made recently before the’ Amer- 
ican Security Council by Lt. Gen. Ver- 

. hon A. Walters which was ignored»al- 
most entirely by the news media. 

In his speech Walters declared that 


it may be possible to conduct intelli- . 


gence operations “‘in a goldfish bowl,” 
but he added that if we do it, it will be 
like going to the moon. ‘We will be the 
only ones ever to have done it.” 

A “goldfish bowl” operation seems 
to be what is- wanted by the liberal in- 
quisitors in Washington, and Walters, 
who is deputy director of the CIA, is 
clearly apprehensive about it. 

AIM noted that the Washington Star 
on the day Walters made. his speech 
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“CIA. 


it is evident that. - 
the Washington media are not inter- 
ested in preseating the CIA ina core . 
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- ‘Goldfish Bow? Operati : 


theCIA, but not one line about Walters’ 


remarks. A Star reporter, who was.at 
the luncheon, said he found nothing 
new in Walters’ remarks. Hence no 
Story. 


“ “It would appear,” the AIM report 
said, “that in the minds of some jottr- 
nalists the only thing that is newswor- 
thy is material that is crticial of the 


“Statements that put our intelli- 
gence activities in proper perspective, 
defending what hes been done, are 


Simply 4 not deemed to be worth report.” 


bea 


ing. 
AIM quotes a speech made last Feb- 
ruary by Peter Arnett of the New York 


Times as reflecting the media Bietoide 


toward the CIA. 


“ “Tt seems to me,” Arnett was ook 


ed as saying, “that this is going to 
be the year the the ‘spooks’ (CIA) get 
theirs, or they have to start answering 
questions ... 
know -are starting to go to Washington 
and are trying to find all the security 


people, all the discontented CIA offi- 
cers and others who could feed the. 


grist for the mill to find the story of 
what went on. ’ 


I THINK there are going to be some 
embarrassing stories about this in the 
next few months and the next year.” 

General Walters, in his speech to 


the ASC, recalled that 20 years ago the~ 


‘United States believed that it was 
faced with a ruthtess and implacable 
enemy who was determined to destroy 
us by any means in its power. The CIA 
at that time sought to counter the So- 
viet bid for world dominion. 

As of today, Walters had this te 
say: “I think we are facing a very 
tough situation. I think the tactics may 


Many reporters that I 


long-term, goal has: changed very 
mutch, meee 

According to the ADM aeone Wal- 
ters noted that many people, TOW eX- 
pect the intelligence service to dperate 


‘with a degree of purity that will not be 
‘reciprocated oye a enemies. He com- 


pared this to fighting by the Marcuis of 
Queensbury rules against an epponent 
with brass knuckles. . 
. As a result of the current wave a of 
calurany against the CIA, the agency’s 
ability to operate is being: severely 
impaired. Said Walters: : 
“People who used to give us whole 


“reports are giving us summaries, and 


people who used to give us summaries 
are shaking hands with us. 

“People who used to help us volun- 
tarily are saying don’t come near me. 
This. must be a delight to the America- 
is-wrongers. For the people who be- 
heve that the U.S. represents the best 
hope of mankind for freedom in the. 


‘ world, it is not an encouraging factor.” 


Steadi ily 1 Losing ¢ Ground 


"Pechaps we “have. only ‘ta look at. 
Portugal to see what the attacks upon 


_the CIA are doing to the world balance 


of power. The Soviat Union revortedly 
is pumping 510 imillion a month into t 
Communist party of that country. 
There is evidence that the United 
States. now feels inhibited about trying 
to counter this activity: 

The destructive attitude of the 


-Washiagtan news media undoubtedly is 


contributing in one way-or another to 
the contitming encroachnients of the 
Soviet Union, despite the widely hailed 
virtues of detente. 

We are losing g ground steadily just 
about everywhere, and it seems that 
there are plenty of people in Washing- 
ton who, in effect, are eager to cheer 
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